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Ward as Hannah

Getreadyfor

ormany fans

of The Office,

news thatthe cult

sitcomwasbeing
remadein 2024 prompted
asense oftrepidation.
Afterall, Ricky Gervais
and Stephen Merchant’s
masterpiece hasalready
been perfectlyremade
inthe US, with Steve
Carell asthelead.

Butthislatest

incarnationlooksa
little different - made
inAustralia, the doofus
bossisawomanthistime
round, with comedian
Felicity Ward playing the
roleof Hannah Howard.
Itarriveson Prime Video
thismonth and fromwhat

hirdin:

we'veseen, hereat heat,
we have high hopes.
Ofcourse, takinga
much-loved showand
gender flippingthelead
character comeswithalot
of pressure - evenwith
Ricky’sblessing. Asked
inarecentinterviewhow
shewas feelingabout the
show’s launch, Felicity
jokedsarcastically, ‘Pretty
chill, actually. English
peopleandpeople who
love The Office, they’re
like, “Hey, whatever
youdowithitisfine.”
Butsheneedn’tworry.
Ratherthanascene-by-
scenerecreationofthe UK
series, asthe morestilted
earlierepisodes ofthe US
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remakewere, The
Office Australiahas taken
theoriginal showasa
jumping-offpointfor
writers Julie De Fina
and Jackievan Beekto
create theirownworld.
Thepairsawthe success
the USseries found when
itmoved away from
Stephenand Ricky’s
original and leant
intotheunique
strangeness
ofthe American
workplace,
anddecided
toembrace
thatforthe
Aussieversion.
Aswiththe

UKandUS

.niu.l.unn;s.m

shows, which first
airedin2001 and 2005
respectively, thenew
version takes place at
asuburbanstationery
company. Thistime,
it's Sydneybox company
Flinley Craddick,
withits cornyslogan,
“Thinkinside thebox.’
Felicity, who hashad

| asuccessfulstand-up

Valsa,]:llt Sitcom

comedy career here

inthe UKand athome

inAustralia, plays

Hannah,anemployer

who’severybitas

excruciatingly cringey as

David Brentandjustas

desperatetobeliked as

Steve Carell's Michael

Scottof Dunder Mifflin.
Yes,shemightbea

woman, but Hannah

< hasanability

| tomakeher

J employees —and

‘ theviewers -

| wishtheground

“‘ would swallow

| themupjustlike

“‘ theboysdid.

| She’snotthe

|
| onlycharacter



Threat
level:
midnight

eagle-eyed fans will
recognise. Gretaand
Nickare the new Dawn
and Tim/Pamand Jim,
the will-they-won’t-they
love birds (who, we
suspect,will). They’re
played by Shari Sebbens
and Steen Raskopoulos
(husband of SaraPascoe).
The Gareth Keenan/
DwightSchruterole
hasalsoswitched gender,
thistime with Edith
Poorplayingfrontdesk
executive and productivity
manager Lizzie.

Bringing The Officeback
for 2024 mightseem like
ariskymove, butyoucan
understand the desire.
Afterall,nearly 20 years

Carellrepsthe
US version

afteritfirstaired, the US
showisoneofthe biggest
showsonstreaming
services.In 2018, the
programme was the
most-watched show
on Netflix, withanew
army of Gen Zsuper-fans
adoptingitastheirown.
Amongtheshow’syoung

itselfpeoplekeep going
backto.In 2024, viewers
ofallstripesarestill drawn
toworkplace comedies,
fromwidelystreamed
classicssuch Scrubs,

Parks And Recreation

and Brooklyn Nine-Nine
tonewkid ontheblock
Abbott Elementary.

‘[tcould beaclassic

inthe making

fansis Billie Eilish,

who haswatched the

show 30 times - despite

beingjustthreeyearsold

whenitfirstaired.
Butit’snotjust The Office

b

Thegenreparticularly
appealsto theyounger
generation like Billie,who
—andit’shardtobelieve -
dreamofatime whenthey
could gotothe office five

daysaweek. Afterall,
thisisageneration who
entered the workforce
post-lockdown, when
remote working was
alwaysagiven.

Luckythem, right? But
GenZseemtocraveand
romanticise officelife,
withsome evendressing
like ‘office sirens’ (read:
pencil skirts, tightshirts,
rectangular glasses) after
beingdenied thisby the
pandemicandits more
relaxed dress codes.

The Office Australia
references thisworld. The
showsees Hannahtrying
to convince her employees
tocomebacktothe office

fulltime, whichtheyre not
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RGisthe OG,
David Brent

§ |

-

People

say'm

thebest
boss

thrilled about, obviously.
Therewillbepeople
who think The Office
shouldbeleftalone,
andthatbringingitinto
theage ofZoom callsis
unnecessary. Butwe've
seenoncebefore that this
genius central premise
—ashowaboutavery
normal workplace
- canspawnamega-hit.
With Felicity centre
stage —andher Hannah
havingthe potential to
bejustasiconicas David
Brentand Michael Scott
—wewouldn’tbesurprised
if The Office Australiais
aclassicinthe making.
Whateveryoudo,don’t
ask Hannahtodance...H
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