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Whywe can’tget enough of The White Lotus

npaper,astay
ataWhite
Lotusresort
shouldbethe
ultimate luxe vacation,
achancetoswitchoff
andleavelife’stroubles
behind. Afterall, with
locationsin Hawaii,
Italyand Thailand, this
shouldbe the comfort
break ofdreams.
However, ittakes
mereseconds of watching
HBO’shitcomedy-drama
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tofigure outthatthis
fictional hotel isn’t quite
thehavenitproclaimsto
be. Everyseasonof The
White Lotus, which first
airedin2021,beginswith
thediscoveryofadead
body. Whose corpse
isit,anyway? That’s the
mysterytobesolved.
Theshowthen flashes
back oneweekto the staff
welcomingthe newbatch
of guests. Butthe smiles
plastered on their faces

areentirely forced - this
isaplace where luxury
attractsaspoiledclientele,
andbadbehaviourisrife.
Withallthesex, liesand
intrigue (and, somehow,
loads of laughs too), it’sno
wondertheshowisahit.
It’searnedravereviews,
wonnumerous Emmys,
and turned Jennifer
Coolidge (aka Stifler’s
Mom fromthe American
Piemovies) into the
iconshedeservestobe.

Now, the classsatire
returns foritsthird season
inmid-February,and
while Jennifer’s Tanya
McQuoidsadlywon'tbe
returningafter meeting
herratherundignified
endinseason two, the
whodunnitis promising
tobeanothersuccess.

MURDERIN
THAILAND
Seasonthreeissetin
Thailand and the castis



once more chock-full
of starslike Carrie Coon
(Gone Girl), Jason Isaacs
(Harry Potter),Michelle
Monaghan (Bad Monkey),
and Parker Posey (Scream
3),nottomention Patrick
Schwarzenegger, and
singer Lisafromthe
stratospherically massive
K-Pop group Blackpink.
Natasha Rothwell, who
played Belindathe spa
manager fromseasonone,
isalsoback. Havingbeen

royally screwed over by
Jennifer’s Tanya, she’s
hopingfor asecond chance
inThailand. And while
detailsof season three
aretightlyunderwraps,
Natashahasteased that
she ‘gasped outloud a
minimum offive times...
readingthescripts’.
Thefactthat The White
Lotushasbecomethis
watercooler-moment
machineofashowwas
neveragiven — infact, it

Solongandf
thanksforall
¢ thekilling

Aimee LouWood has nabbed
Walton Goggins asasugar
daddyforS3
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could have easilybeen
apandemic-eraflash
inthepan. Creator Mike
White, whoyoumight
knowas Ned Schneebly
fromSchool Of Rock,
pitched the firstseries
in 2020 on thelogistical
basis thatitcouldall
befilmed at the Maui
FourSeasons.
Thatfirstseason, Connie
Britton and Steve Zahn
were among the guests
atthe Hawaii hotel
overseenbymoustached
hotel manager Murray
Bartlett. Thenforseason
two, wejetted offto The
‘White Lotus Sicily, where
couple-swappingand
affairswere thedish
dellagiornata (that’s
‘oftheday’in Italian,
BTW) among Theo
James, Aubrey Plaza,
Michael Imperioliand
Meghann Fahy.

PRIVILEGED &
POISED TOKILL
Itwasduringseason
two thattheshowreally
took off. Butwhile, on the
surface, The White Lotus
may seemtobeasimple
crime comedy-drama, it’s
maindrawisitssatirical
takeonthesneakyand
murderouslives of the 1%,
Itjoinsanever-growing
canon of shows focusing
onthattopic, kickstarted

Monterey, who found
themselvesembroiledin
ahomicideinvestigation.
Reese Witherspoon and
Nicole Kidmanwere the
waspy leads, with Nicole
returningto the genre
lastyearin Netflix’s The

“Theirwealth

drives their crimes’

by2017’s Big Little Lies,
whichwasbased onthe
novel by queen ofthe
‘deadlyrichpeople’genre,
Liane Moriarty. That
series followed five women
livinginthe privileged
Californiaenclave of
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Perfect Couple,about
anexpensive family
weddingderailed by
akilling. Then there was
Apples Never Fall (also
basedonaLiane Moriarty
novel), The Undoing
(alsostarring Kidman),
and mostrecently,
we had Netflix comedy-
drama No Good Deed.
It'snowonderwelove
theseshows. There’s
somethingdeeply
satisfyingaboutpeeking
behind the facade of the
richand powerful tosee
thesleazysecretsthatprop
up theirprivileged lives.
Often, theirwealthis
adrivingfactorbehind
theirliesand crimes. Mike
White makesitnosecret
thathesees The White

Lotusasaclasssatire
firstand foremost.

THE HOLIDAY
FROMHELL
Andlet’sfaceit,
people withmoney
have fantasticlives
thatwejustloveto
ogleat. The White
Lotusdoesthisbetter
thanitspeers. Who
didn’twatchseason
twoanddrool over
the turquoise
Sicilianwatersand
immediately Google,
‘Cheapflights Italy’?
Infact, The White
Lotusisalreadybeing
credited with Thailand
labelled thisyear’s
must-visitwinter holiday
destination. That the show
makesitslocationslook so
damnappealingisone of
itsbiggestironies. Itpokes
funattourism, thenmakes
youwanttovisityourself.
Judgingby the new
season’strailer, we
canalsoexpectplenty
of digsat Goop-style
boujee spiritualism -
although, judging by
interspersed shots of
violence andbodybags
—thatdoesn’tlastlong.

Asseasontwo concluded,
Miketeased that Asia
wouldbea ‘richtapestry’
foranewseason. ‘Thefirst
seasonkind ofhighlighted
money,andthenthe
secondseasonissex, he
said. ‘I think the third
seasonwould be maybe
asatirical and funny
look atdeathand eastern
religionandspirituality.

Ifthere’sanother factor
thatmakes The White
Lotussuchahit,it’s Mike’s
eye for castingand ability
toturnemergingactors
intofull-fledged stars.
Sydney Sweeney, Fred
Hechinger, Leo Woodall:



W seasontwo’s
wealthy wrong’uns

Tanyalastseason
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theycanall credit
The White Lotuswith
their currentprofiles.
Thisyear,itlookstobe
theturnof Sex Education
star Aimee Lou Wood. In
thetrailer, the 29 yearold
appears to play the much-
younger girlfriend of
Walton Goggins, 53.
Withjustweeks togo
until theshowpremieres,
we canguaranteeit’s going
tobeanothersmashhit.
Andwiththeyearjust
beginning, there’sstill
time tomaximise your
annual leave allowance
andsqueezeinatrip
toThailand...H

LOADED & DEADLY

More shows with cash-rich killers

APPLES
NEVERFALL

Adaptedfroma Liane
Moriartynovel, itfeatures

all the classictropes of the
class-satire genre. Some have
criticiseditforbeingatrifle
laboured, butwe’ll forgive the
clichésforacastasgoodas
Annette Benning, Sam Neill
and Alison Brie (and another
White Lotus alum, Jake Lacy).

BIGLITTLE
LIES

Nicole Kidman! Reese
Witherspoon! Shailene
Woodley! Laura Dern!

Z.0¢ Kravitz! Big Little Lies
remains the gold standard
oftherich-and-privileged
crimedrama, and that’s
before Meryl Streep even
appearsinseason two. Name
amoreiconiccast—we’llwait.

NOGOOD
DEED

‘We'llwatch anything

Lisa Kudrowdoes,and

the Friends favouriteis
atotalscene-stealerinthis
dark comedy aboutthree
familiesracing tobuy the
same perfect (orsoitseems)
LAhome, which theythink
willsolve all their problems —
spoileralert:itdoesn’t.

THEPERFECT
COUPLE

Murderatalavish wedding
instunning Cape Cod?
We'relistening. Nicole
Kidman gives herbest
ice-queen performance as
novelistmatriarch Greer
Garrison Winbury,and we're
totally here for The White
Lotus’ Meghann Fahy asan
irritatinginfluencer-type.
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